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the mirror of courtesy, has gathered round him
a little court as simple as it is charming. He has
appointed two of his brothers ministers of State,
a step which, natural as it may seem, runs counter
to the practice of other Indian Courts. For, as a
rule, the nearest relations of the monarch are kept
at arm's length, sometimes, indeed, so completely
out of sight as to lead one to believe that the ruler
is an only son.
Panna lies at the far end of nowhere, in the heart
of the wild.   Thanks to the simple tastes and wis-
dom of its enlightened ruler, the litde state enjoys
an existence very* close to nature and in every
way delightful.   All of us slept under the open sky,
dined on the terraced roofs of houses, and drank
pre-prandial pegs in easy chairs set out on the
palace lawn where large carpets had been laid at
sunset.   Long solitary walks in the jungles of his
State are the Prince's favourite recreation.   Nearly
every day during our stay at Panna we went in a
group to bathe in a wonderful little lake lying at
the end of a gorge, remote from the main road.   A
flight of steps hewn in the solid rock led down to
the lake.   On one side rose a high red cliff blazing
in the sun, on the other a waterfall dropped cool
and sheer out of a tangle of lianas on the cliff-brow.
After meandering through a maze of flowering
shrubs and a verdant coppice at its base, it joined
the lake.   Close beside the water's edge were the
ruins of an old temple, of which only the cloister
arches had survived.   Large grey monkeys gam-
bolled fearlessly around us, blue peacocks and jade-
green birds with pink-tipped wings spangled the
bright air.   Surely here, if anywhere on earth, was
paradise regained !   The Maharaja pointed out to
me a dark recess high up in the cliff-wall ;  that